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and forestry work, etc., etc. In each case, partly by hard
and intelligent work and partly by good fortune, we won
out. . . .

"It is a peculiar gratification to me to have owed my
election not to the politicians primarily, although of course
I have done my best to get on with them; not to the finan-
ciers, although I have staunchly upheld the rights of prop-
erty; but above all to Abraham Lincoln's iplain people';
to the folk who worked hard on farm, in shop, or on the rail-
roads, or who owned little stores, little businesses which
they managed themselves. I would literally, not figura-
tively, rather cut off my right hand than forfeit by any
improper act of mine the trust and regard of these people.
I may have to do something of which they will disapprove,
because I deem it absolutely right and necessary; but most
assuredly I shall endeavor not to merit their disapproval
by any act inconsistent with the ideal they have formed
with me.

"But the gentle folk, the people whom you and Iemeet
at the houses of our friends and at our clubs; the people
who went to Harvard as we did, or to other colleges more
or less like Harvard, these people have contained many of
those who have been most bitter in their opposition to me,
and their support on the whole has been much more luke-
warm than the support of those whom I have called the
plain people. . . .

"But the New York Evening Post crowd are hypocritical
and insincere when they oppose me. They have loudly pro-
fessed to demand just exactly the kind of government I
have given, and yet they have done their futile best to de-
feat me. They have not been able to do me personally any
harm; but they continually do the cause of good govern-
ment a certain amount of harm by diverting into foolish*"
channels of snarling and critical impotence the energies of
fine young fellows who ought to be a power for good. Take
Carl Schurz's attack upon me for acting as any gentleman
would act with Hanna and Quay when they were on their
death-beds; or take his statement that because I had seen